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(54) PRODUCTION OF LIGHT COLORED AMIDOAMINO ACID OR BETAINE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To efficiently obtain the subject compound by a simple operation by adding a specific 
inorganic reducing agent at an early stage of a reaction or in the middle of the reaction, extremely 
excellent in hue, useful as a surfactant, etc. 

CONSTITUTION: In reacting (A) an amino group-containing fatty acid derivative with (B) a 
monohaloalkylcarboxylic acid or its salt, an inorganic reducing agent selected from (C) a borohydride 
of the formula Ml(BH4)m (Ml is an alkali metal, an alkaline earth metal, aluminum, a quaternary 
ammonium or an amine; m is a valence of Ml and is 1-4) and (D) a hydride of the formula M2Hn (M2 
is an alkali metal, an alkaline earth metal, titanium or zirconium; n is a valence of M2 and is 1-4) 
(preferably NaBH4 or LiBH4) is added at an early stage of a reaction or in the middle of the reaction. 
The reaction product is preferably a reaction product obtained by reacting a fatty acid of the formula 
R1COOR2 (Rl i a 7-23C alkyl, alkenyl, etc.; R2 us H, a 1-3C alkyl, etc.) or its ester with a polyamine. 
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